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Description: 

Catinaster calyculus MARTINI & BRAMLETTE, 1963 

Figs. 1-6 - Catinaster calyculus n. sp.; 1) Holotype, USNM 647856, distal 
view, Trinidad, about 1 mile south of Princes Town, Lengua Formation, Glo
borotalia menardii Zone; 2, 3) distal view: 2, median focus and 3, low focus, 
Mohole EM 8-13 (S0-53 em.); 4) side view of a specimen with long rays. Lamont 
deep-sea core A 185-19 (450 em.); 5, 6) distal view: 5, median focus and 6, 

low focus, Mohole EM 8-11 (286 em.). x 2000. 

Catinaster 
calyculus 

Asteroliths 6-rayed, with a basketlike central part. The slender rays extend beyond the outer 
rim of the central part. In the upper part of its occurrence the rays are generally longer and 
show some counter-clockwise curvature, as viewed on the concave side. Side view (fig. 4) shows 
that the rays are bent to nearly horizontal beyond the central part. Diameter 5-13 fL· 

Remarks: 

In low focus the central part looks star shaped with the tips of the star between the positions 
of the out-of-focus rays. This view is similar in short-rayed specimens of Catinaster calyculus 
to small specimens of Catinaster coalitus, which species lacks the extended rays. 

Type level: 

Miocene, Globorotalia menardii Zone. 

Distribution: Few in the middle Miocene (Tortonian ?) between EM 8-11 and EM 8-13. 

FARINACCI 1974 - VII/35 



Present in the Lengua Formation (Globorotalia menardii Zone) of Trinidad, and in the Mio
cene of Lamont deep sea core A 185-19 between 320 and 555 em. 

Type locality: 

Lengua Formation, about 1 mile south of Princes Town, Trinidad (TTOC n° 178890), type 
locality of Globorotalia menardii Zone. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington D. C. Holotype: USNM 647856. 

Author: 

Martini E. and Bramlette M. N., 1963, p. 850; pl. 103, figs. 1-6. 

Reference: 

Calcareous nannoplankton from the experimental Mohole Drilling. Jour. Paleont., vol. 37, 
n° 4, pp. 845-856, 2 text-figs., pis. 102-105. 
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